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REVIEW TEAM  
 
 

Type Name Institution 

Internal Dr. Jim Kells U of S, Civil & Geological Engineering 

External - Canadian Dr. Brian Klinkenberg University of British Columbia 

External - International Dr. Mark Williams University of Colorado, Boulder 
 
 
SUMMARY ASSESSMENT  
 
In each program’s summary assessment, review teams were asked to identify no more than two of the most 
commendable aspects of the program. Review teams also made several detailed recommendations for 
program improvement and were asked to identify the two most important recommendations. 
 
Strengths Identified 

• The student population is highly productive in terms of journal publications and funding awards 
received 

• Both the faculty and students interviewed are passionate about their work in the department. With 
the faculty, we sensed a high level of collegiality and spirit of cooperation. The students expressed 
active interest and engagement in their research and in participating in their discussion with us 

 
Areas for Improvement 

• Provide and/or encourage more opportunity for student interaction and collaboration. There is 
some feeling of isolation from other units on campus and even from each other within the 
department. 

• There is need for the addition of new junior faculty (FTE) to increase the breadth of coverage and 
to address top-heavy nature of the current faculty complement. This addition should be strategically 
selected so as to better differentiate the Geography program from that offered in SENS. 

 
NEXT STEPS  
 
The Interim Dean of CGPS and the Interim Provost have issued a joint response to each program’s review 
report. They have encouraged program leaders to consider follow-up actions that address the areas for 
improvement identified in each report. The Interim Dean has offered CGPS’s assistance in designing and 
implementing follow-up actions 
 
For more information on Graduate Program Review, visit http://www.usask.ca/CGPS/programs/program-
review.php  
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